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I want the people of Bardoli to fulfil all the conditions laid
down by the Congress and so make themselves more fit [for
civil disobedience].
Only the Kaliparaj communities drink. You should go and meet
them in their homes, talk to them with love and persuade them
to give up drinking. In order that they may do this, they
should be given milk, buttermilk or sweet water.
You can establish panchqyats1 this very day and settle your
disputes among yourselves. You can improve your schools and give
all-round education to your children there. You can add to
your income and secure economic freedom by introducing the
spinning-wheel in every home and training up weavers and card-
ers in each village, and with only the profits from these activities
you can run your courts and your schools, carry on propa-
ganda against drinking and promote swadeshi.
The Congress has also pointed out to you the way to do
all this. One means is for every man and woman to become a
member of the Congress, and another is for all of you to contri-
bute one per cent of your last year's income to the Tilak Swaraj
Fund.
You can win a good measure of freedom by working in this
way, and now you will be regarded as fit to offer civil disobedience
only if you can win that freedom in a planned manner.
To EVERY GUJARATI
What applies to the citizens of Bardoli applies to all Guja-
ratis. The idea behind suspending civil disobedience is to make
ourselves more fit for it. We should, therefore, earnestly take up
the constructive programme laid down by the Congress.
I know that the Kheda district of Abbas Saheb, which has
been full of enthusiasm, will be greatly disappointed. Those who
were getting ready for individual civil disobedience will now find
it painful to pay up the taxes. They can, however, prove them-
selves true soldiers only by not looking at the matter in that light
and, instead, by paying up the taxes and devoting themselves to
constructive work. We can now see that it is more difficult to per-
suade everyone to become a member of the Congress and col-
lect from him one per cent of his last year's income than to make
him agree to go to prison. When we have completed all these
tasks, not only Bardoli but the whole of Gujarat may start civil
disobedience,
1 Representative bodies looking after the affairs of a village